     Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional


*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                

   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today July 16, 2023, the Seventh Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS: July 16th - Ann Hale, Ken Bechtel, 3rd person to be announced; July 23rd and 30th - Bridget & Christine Campbell, 3rd person to be announced; Aug. 6th and 13th - Marie Herb, Donna Novinger, 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: July 16th - Sue Faust; July 23rd - Seth Guertin; July 30th - Marie Herb; Aug. 6th -27th - Sue Faust.
LAY READERS: July 16th - Jan Quinn; July 23rd - Carolyn Nye; July 30th - Ed Dobbin; Aug. 6th - Donna Novinger.; Aug. 13th - Bridget Campbell. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: July 16th & 23rd - Donna Novinger; July 30th & Aug. 6th - Marie Herb; Aug. 13th & 20th - Ed & Peggy Berra. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen” on July 2nd; we will finish watching the first lesson video on July 9th. Please join us. See Sharon Fetterhoff for Season Two book if you didn’t get one.
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                                  July 16, 2023

Seventh Sunday After Pentecost

    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

July 16, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 
Seventh Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Sue Faust                   

L:  As we come together to worship God and hear the Word,
P:  Let us come with receptive hearts that we may hear the Word and understand it.
All: Then may we go forth prepared to yield an abundant harvest.
L:  Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -               “Morning Has Broken”        Page 60    
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, like the seed which falls on rocky ground we have often receive your Word with great joy, but when trouble has arisen we have fallen away. Weeds have grown in our spiritual gardens, and the cares of the world and the lure of wealth have choked your Word. Send forth your Holy Spirit to prepare us to receive your Word that we might bear good fruit for your kingdom. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 119:105-112 (Responsive)                                  
  L: Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light on my path.
P: I will keep my solemn promise to obey your just instructions.
L: My sufferings, Lord, are terrible indeed; keep me alive, as you have promised.
P: Accept, my prayer of thanks, O Lord, and teach me your commands.
L: I am always ready to risk my life; I have not forgotten your law.
P: Wicked men lay a trap for me, but I have not disobeyed your commands.
L: Your commandments are my eternal possession; they are the joy of my heart. 
P: I have decided to obey your laws until the day I die.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, goodness and love. We believe in Jesus Christ, His son, our Savior and Lord, Who for us and for our salvation lived, died and rose again. We believe that by His Resurrection the souls of the faithful will live forever. We believe in the Holy Spirit, inspiring us and enabling us to understand the meaning and message of Christ. We believe these things in our minds, and hearts, and proclaim with our voices. Amen.
Hymn -              “Just a Closer Walk With Thee”          Page 380  
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:          Jan Quinn, Lay Reader  

                 Galatians 5:22-23 (Pg. 256 N.T. Pew Bible) 
                     Matthew 13:1-23 (Pg. 18 N.T. Pew Bible)                    
          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:                   “How Is Your Soil?”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -                “This Is My Father’s World”               Page 58   

     CHURCH CALENDAR
July 16 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
July 19 - 700AM - Council Meeting
July 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
July 24 - 7:00PM - Search Committee Meeting

July 30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
Aug.  1 - 700AM - Deacons Meeting

Aug. 4 - 10:00AM-7:00PM - Free Back to School Yard Sale at Valleys

Aug. 5 - 10:00AM-2:00PM - Free Back to School Yard Sale at Valleys

Aug.   6 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online -        Hymnal; Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Marie Herb, Ann Hale; Special Prelude by Norine Goss.
PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEMS: Halifax Food Room is collecting  the following personal hygiene items during July and August: toliet paper, feminine hygiene items including pads and tampons, toothbrushes and toothpaste, shampoo, soap, deororant, shaving products, laundry detergent donations can be brught to Valleys or taken to the Halifax Community Church (it was Halifax United Methodist Church). Also Garden produce (tomatoes zucchini, and lettuce) is welcome as well.

PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
          PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Pastor Gail Boyer, (surgery on July 19);*Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); *Baby Jaylynn,  (granddaughter of friend of Carol Miller); *Collin & Caleb, (Carol Miller’s great-grandsons); *Dawne Wilks, (surgery on July 31);  *Barbara Wild & Family; Dennis Leitzel; Diane Shaffer; Barbara/Dennis Croutharmel; Gloria Duttry; Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver;  Neva Cichy;  Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Kelly Shutt; Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer, (Charlie Shertzer’s sister-in-law); Will Porter, (Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Goldie Wert, (Carol Miller’s sister-in-law);  Pat Buckler, (Diane Shaffer’s friend); Kevin Conrad, (friend of Norine Goss)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
       2023 “Free” Back-to-School Yard Sale 
   We are collecting donations for the Back-to-School Yard Sale. More donations are needed. Last year we helped a total of 151 students, with 17 families returning to shop after the yard sale and we took 55 students shopping for “First Day Fresh Impressions” program.

Yard Sale is When:     

          Friday August 4th (10:00AM to 7:00PM) 

            Saturday Aug. 5th (10:00AM to 2:00PM) 
 Where:

           At The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

            3682 Peters Mountain Rd. Halifax, PA 17032
      Donations of CLEAN, GENTLY USED OR NEW CLOTHING (NO torn or stained clothing please!!) for ages Kindergarten thru 12th grade, 

      School supplies - book bags, crayons, colored pencils, mechanical pencils, cap erasers (to fit on pencils), rulers, vinyl protractor (no compass), are being accepted.  
      Deadline for donations is Sunday, July 30th. 


Donation boxes are at Valleys ECC and Halifax Area High School, Middle School and Elementary School offices. 

      Helpers are needed to sort clothing from July 12th to August 3rd. (Anyone who wishes to help presort clothing before July 11th is welcome to help, call church office.) 

     Helpers are also needed during the Back-to-School Yard Sale on Aug. 4th and 5th.   (2 or 3 hour shifts) 

    Clothing racks are also needed.  Please call the church office if you have a rack to lend for the yard sale. (We will need them from July 11th until after the yard sale.)

     We are also accepting monetary donations. Please mark any monetary donations “Back-to-School Program” or you may sponsor a child ($50 donation) for “First Day Fresh Impressions”. 

 If you are interested in helping, please see Ed Dobbin or call the church office, 717-896-3118.                  
                                     LOOKING AHEAD….
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: Volunteers are needed to help with “Fresh Impressions” shopping at Wal-Mart on Tuesday August 15. Please see Ed Dobbin or call the church if you can help. More details will be in upcoming bulletins. 

FELLOWSHIP MEALS: Beginning in September we will again have Fellowship Meals. The date has not yet been decided (it will not be the first Sunday in September as that is Labor Day weekend). The date will be announced in future bulletins and in the September/October newsletter.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME: We will begin to have coffee and cookies time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have some fellowship time after church on Sundays.  If anyone is willing to help by donating cookies, please see Marie Herb.
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL: We will have a kick off for Sunday School for all ages in September. A meeting will soon be announced to discuss more details. Look for more details in the September/October newsletter.
PULLED PORK DINNER: Valleys will have a Pulled Pork Dinner on the 1st Saturday in October, October 7, 2023 from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Call the church office for tickets or more information.
VOLUNTEERS TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service if Seth, or Leon or Bridget is unavailable or wish to take time off.  It is always good to have more people trained to handle doing things if they are unable to do it.  Please see Seth or Bridget or talk to Marie, if you are interested.
SYMPATHY: We extend our Christian sympathy, love, thoughts and prayers to Barbara Wild and family and Friends as Pastor David Wild went to be with the Lord on Monday, July 3rd.  We pray God’s loving arms of comfort, peace and His presence surrounds them at this time.   
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for July 16, 2023

Invocation:

Heavenly Father, we gather in Your presence today with open hearts and minds ready to worship and praise Your holy name.  May we give You worship of which You are worthy.  We invite you Lord, to lead us, guide us, and inspire us as we worship and seek Your will.  In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

Scripture:

Psalm 119:105-112, Galatians 5:22-23, Matthew 13:1-23

Sermon:



“How Is Your Soil”

A friend of mine loves Krispy Kreme Donuts.  She claims they are the best donuts.  She said when they make them any donut that’s not made to perfection is thrown out.  According to my friend, at the end of the conveyer they throw away a bunch of the donuts that are defected.  

She claims that first there is the dough dropper that makes the doughnut shape. But sometimes the dough comes out deformed, and those are then destined to be thrown away.

Next comes the fryer and as they go through the fryer they cook on one side, and then halfway through they are flipped over. Again some of those delicious pieces of dough don’t flip over and are then headed for the trash.

The last step in the process is the glaze and this beautiful glaze pours over the donuts.  But sometimes a donut is too far to the outside of the conveyer, and they don’t get any of the glaze, and at other times the glaze gets clomped up and stops the flow in a certain area, and those donuts get thrown out.

Thankfully, there are those that make it through this refining process and are served as the premium, perfect, and always delicious Krispy Kreme donuts.  This makes me hungry for a Krispy Kreme donut.

I told you about the life of a Krispy Kreme Donut because it’s not too far from the life of a seed.  The key element in a seed’s life is the condition of the soil in which it is planted.

The question I want us to ask ourselves is how is our Soil today?  In the parable there is hard soil, rocky soil, weed infested soil, and good, well-kept soil.

I want to start with a sneak peek at the goal here, because it helps to keep that finish line in mind.  In being good soil, we expect our seed to bear great fruit - the delicious Krispy Kreme donut kind of fruit that makes it to the finish line.  That’s what God wants of us.  God wants us to be producing some great fruit for His Kingdom.  And that is what we should want.  Just like we hunger for the Krispy Kreme donut, we should hunger for doing amazing work for God.  So, let’s take a look at the soil or condition of our hearts that Jesus mentions.

1.The first type of soil is hard soil.  In a field, the soil gets hard when it is walked on many times.  People usually don’t become hard soil by choice.  Many demanding situations can weigh heavy on a person’s heart, until finally it seems that the world is out to get them, and their hearts become hard.

Jesus says, “When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.” This is the seed along the path.

These are the donuts that come out defected, and they didn’t do anything to cause it, but they’ve had a raw deal from the beginning.  Sometimes this snatching is because we don’t understand how God could let some things happen, so we turn away from God thinking he is not very powerful.

Take Willy. Willy was a young man who had decided he was going to be an atheist when his prayers for his mother’s healing didn’t happen.  After his mother’s death he felt there could be no God.  He came to church and as he heard the old familiar hymns of God’s assurance of love and grace some seeds fell on that hard ground of his heart.  He tried to understand what God wanted to do in his life, but he still couldn’t deal with his mother’s death.   That is hard ground and Satan works to snatch away the seeds of the Gospel of hope like a bird, before they can take root.

We have heard these hard-ground stories turned around by God.  And I believe they can be.  There was a man by the name of Vincent who was invited into the public schools all over the northwest to tell of his victory over drugs.  After a hard childhood he became a user and a dealer, and many seeds fell on hard ground, but somehow God found a soft spot, and changed his whole life.

All bad things cannot be explained, but what God longs to do is to help us through bad times.   It’s often difficult for those with the hard soil to give God a chance to prove himself.  It takes a rototiller to till up the ground to soften our heart.

2.The next kind of soil is that rocky soil. And it is not random rocks popping up in the field it is a layer of rock just below the surface. Sometimes it looks like good soil, but there is not enough there for the roots to grab on to.

Jesus says, “The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.”

In talking about shallow soil, I want to talk about emotions. For those of us still dreaming about donuts these are the ones that cook on one side but fail to flip over. God has given us our emotions and they are a wonderful thing, and God sometimes works through our emotions, but they are not the only way God can work, and they are not an end in themselves. What I mean by an end in themselves is we should not come to church just to feel God’s presence - to get that warm fuzzy feeling. We should feel the emotion of God calling us to something – to move us into action.

• If we feel compelled to deepen our relationship with Jesus, then we need to do so through praying more and entering into discipleship with other Christians.

• If we feel moved at the needs in third world countries, we need to do something about it.

What happens in the shallow soil is we are moved to receive God, but then we don’t move on to discipleship, or move to serving others?  We don’t seek the life transformation Jesus intends for us.

If I have a back problem and I go to the chiropractor and he throws it back in line it feels a lot better, but if I do not begin doing exercises to strengthen the muscles in my back it will not get better and stronger.  I may go back to the Chiropractor, and he will make it feel better again for a while, but my back is not getting better.

God welcomes us to come to Him through Jesus Christ and to get those sins forgiven – taken away.  But what if we come back to God over and over again asking for forgiveness and then go out and live the same as we always have time and time again?  God calls us to be exercising a new way.  Being a Christian is including both faith and action, not being shallow, or as James called it - DEAD.

In verse six it says that “when the sun rose that plant in the shallow soil is scorched.”  I think it is interesting that the plant in the good soil is aided by the sun’s rays, but the one in the shallow soil is scorched.

We want to cook the other side of our donut; we need to combine it with ACTION. Truthfully, it is when we start putting what we hear into practice that we begin to see the power of God in a real and personal way.

3.The next soil is that of weeds and thorns.   It is the saddest to me because it has the potential of being great soil. It is also sad because I know I have allowed weeds and thorns to grow up in the field of my life. This soil simply lets other things become more important than bearing fruit for God’s Kingdom.

Jesus says, “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.”

In the life of the donut, it has come so far and had so many trials, but as it is about to become useful the icing gets plugged up or it get too far off the conveyer belt.  At times, the weeds and thorns have been video games and sports, other times it has been relationships and money – it’s anything that takes our time away from God.  It’s the many things that fill our schedule and take our attention away from building God’s Kingdom.   God can pull the weeds.  The Good News is that God can transform any of our current lives into rich fruitful soil.

Finally, it is time for the good soil!  Jesus said, “But the one who received the seed that feel on the good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

To be good soil we first must put ourselves in a place to hear the word. That is coming to church, reading your Bible, participating in a small group study such as Bible Study or Sunday School - just giving yourself a chance.  Then comes the understanding:

To understand loving one another we must try it.   To understand worship, we must experience it.   To understand the power of prayer we must give God a chance.

After I completed training to be a Stephen Minister, I was sent out to visit one of our shut-Ins.  I was scared.  What could I do to help them?  What would I pray?  But I went and we talked for a long time, and I told her a little about myself and how much the church cared about her and was praying for her and then I offered prayer.   As I ended, I looked up and saw many tears streaming down her face.  Sometimes as inadequate as we may feel, we just have to let God use us.

As we begin to understand what God’s kingdom looks like our lives will naturally produce fruitful action driven by Love for God and love for others. The fruit maybe tangible evangelism, feeding hungry, encouraging others, but it will also look like common actions FILLED WITH Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23)

I want to make it clear that there is no exact fruit quota. Jesus gives no more praise to the hundred then to the thirty. We don’t need to serve hundreds of community meals to get into the Kingdom of Heaven. There are going to be clear differences in the kinds of fruit we produce and the visible amounts, because there are many diverse needs in our community and we have many different gifts that God has given us, but the important part is that we are yielding fruit.

With the Lord’s help we can change our soil, take out the rocks, we can overcrowd our soil with good seed so that we produce good fruit.  Our instructions are to hear the word, seek to understand it, and act by bearing fruit.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Loving and Everlasting Father, who has brought all things into being, we praise You and worship You.  We thank You that You have revealed Your love to us in Jesus Christ; and we praise You for your immeasurable goodness in Your continual redemption.  You who have fearfully and wonderfully made all things, help us with our understanding to see the work of Your hands in the beauty of all creation.  Since all the mysteries and knowledge have been known by You from the beginning of the world, we pray that You would reveal to us the knowledge we need to carry out Your mission on this earth.  
Father, Your faithfulness encourages us to bring before You the needs of the world You have made, the needs of Your church, and our loved ones.

Today we pray for missionaries around the world.  We pray you would bring forth a great multitude of workers to proclaim Your message of salvation to every nation, especially those nations that have not heard about Your great salvation and delivering power.  Protect and watch over the missionaries who are working in dangerous areas around the world.  Continue to bless their work to widen Your Kingdom.

We pray for those who are facing physical illness, asking that You touch their bodies with Your healing hand, renewing their strength and restoring their health.  We pray for _____________________________________________.  Lord, we ask for Your divine intervention in their lives, as You are the great physician who holds the power to make all things new.

Lord, we pray for Your church.  Sow seeds in our lives that take root and lead to greater prayer, participation and generosity.  May Your goodness encourage all who are here today in fellowship a renewed strength for today.   Guide us in our work in ways which cause us to return to Your altar with joy and thankfulness.  These things we pray in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . .” Amen.

Benediction:

Go forth with the great joy of knowing that God goes with you; and the blessing of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be yours.  Amen.
